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òResidents are the foundation 

for strong communities.  If 

you donõt have great residents 

willing to participate, you 

donõt have communityó
James Darby

Neighborhood Activist

Aspinwall Road







CSNDC Service Area



The Eco Innovation District By the Numbersé

ü 46 acres, 252 homes, 13 blocks ,

ü 1,500 + residents, in approximately 525 families

ü 33% of residents live under the poverty line ($23,850 for a 

family of four); 33% more live just at the poverty line

ü The unemployment rate for young men of color is nearly 50%

ü 400+ children and youth under the age of 18

ü 30 small businesses are located in TNT

ü 80% of residents are renters, 20% home-owners

ü 78% identify as African-American, 8% other race, 5% White,

ü 5% are two or more races, 2% American Indian, 2% Asian

ü 20% report as Hispanic/Latino ethnicity



Eco Innovation District Goals

u Create a more vibrant, environmentally aware and sustainability -focused  

community

u Improve cost savings, health, quality of life for TNT area residents, while 

helping them to remain in place

u Demonstrate neighborhood-scale sustainability in an existing neighborhood

u Measure climate change related impacts of neighborhood scale change 

u Pilot new ways of cooperation and partnership as a demonstration for other 

neighborhoods in Boston and beyond





On-street parking to serve 

ground level retail and 

commercial uses

Active ground level uses 

fronting tree lined 

sidewalks

Traffic calming through 

textured sidewalks

Establish distinct street edge with 

mixed use development of 

architectural significance

Provide additional òEyes on the 

Streetó through front doors, 

windows and decks facing the street



Focus Areas
× Transit -Oriented Development

ÇCreate new rental, ownership and business oppõsnear transit station

Ç ID opportunities to create complete streets project near transit

Ç ID and set aside community open space that meets community needs

ÇDevelop energy efficient (LEED and other standards) sustainable and 

architecturally interesting designs for the above

× Energy Retrofits

ÇWork with residents (renters and owners) to do home energy assessments and 

home weatherization

ÅReach out to 100% of TNT residents re: assessments in Year 1

Å 15% of eligible TNT residents complete weatherization in Year 1; to 35% in 

Year 2; 2016 goal was 50%

ÅEngage more local businesses in NSTAR Small Business Energy Efficiency 

Program and then have businesses do solar through partnership with 

Resonant Energy

ÅMeasure impact of outreach campaign and resources leveraged



Focus Areas, contõd

ü Local Energy Generation 

Ç ID locations that can be used to generate solar

Ç Create a pilot or demo project that supports the EID and neighborhood

ü Green Infrastructure 

Ç Focus on walkability, bikeability , street level and other quality of life 
amenities, including: 

ÇCreate a Green Infrastructure pilot to highlight benefits

Ç Tree planting in resident yards and on CSNDC properties; 
measure impact via iTree 

ÇGreen infrastructure integrated into the streetscape, CSNDC 
properties, and in resident yards, along with related long term 
job opportunities

ÇPursue LEED-ND and EcoDistricts certifications

Ç Traffic calming for improved and safer walking and biking

ÇBranding via signage and destination creation



Slow Streets Traffic Calming Elements



Slow Streets Gateway Treatment

Why use a zone -based approach?

Å Reduces transfer effect

Å Everyone wins

Å Significant safety benefits for entire neighborhood

Å Improved quality of life

Å Low-cost and easy to implement

Å Community driven process

Source: New York City Neighborhood Slow Zones







Green Infrastructure Pilot on Bus Stops









TNC Urban Horticulture Training




